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From the Konbit Board
This is an unusual and unsettling time in the world. The 
Covid-19 pandemic is causing fear, stress, and anxiety 
the world over, even in places with stellar health care. 
Unfortunately, cases of Covid-19 have been found in Haiti. The 
Konbit partners (the ajan sante and staff at the State Clinic) 
are working tirelessly to educate the population on ways to 
prevent contracting the virus. They have met and continue to 
meet with community groups and individuals, teaching them 
proper handwashing and about social distancing. They have set 
up handwashing stations in public places. They are providing 

buckets with spigots 
and soap to the most 
vulnerable families in 
the areas they serve.

In February, before 
the pandemic, Konbit 
Board members 
Sarah Grey, Shannon 
Horak, myself, and 
Konbit donor Barbara 
Salee traveled to 

Limonade. Four “pop-up” medical clinics were held in the 
villages of Piste, Dericourt, Bas Salin and Chabanon. 432 
people were seen and treated by Haitian doctors with the 
support of our ajan sante. The patients ranged in age from 
2 months to 86 years.  Common ailments addressed were 
infections, skin issues, parasites, anemia, vitamin deficiencies 
and stomach ailments. They were all treated with medicines 
supplied by your donations to Konbit! These rural clinics 
provide health care to people who most certainly would 
otherwise go untreated. 

A bit of good news to share. We are proud of the recognition 
our board member Shannon Horak was given by United States 
Air Force Association of Graduates. Shannon was chosen for 
her service to Haiti in their “Service before Self” May 2020 
Spotlight. The article can be found on the Konbit Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/konbitlasante/ and also at this 
link: www.usafa.org/Service/Spotlight-May2020

Thank you, Shannon!

I know there is much economic uncertainty, but I have great 
hope that our generous donors will continue to support our 
work to improve the healthcare of the most vulnerable in 
Limonade. They need us now more than ever. Please 
help us by donating as much as you can.

Board Chair, Carol Lyvers

Meet our Ajan Sante
Konbit continues to fund the salaries of four community health 
workers in Limonade. These ajan sante (literally, health agents 
in Haitian Creole) 
are specifically 
trained and 
work as part of 
the team at the 
local State Clinic. 
Their role (and 
ongoing learning) is 
supervised by the 
clinic director, Dr. 
Andre Myrthil and 
its manager, Nurse 
Thelus. 

The clinic is severely under-resourced and its outreach is 
greatly amplified by the work of these young ajan sante.  They 
provide community education on public health issues including 
basic hygiene, sanitation, STDs, malaria, TB, etc.; they attend 
community group meetings and school groups; they organize 
public health meetings. Of course, there is always work at the 
clinic- immunization campaigns, etc. Finally, and importantly, 
the ajan sante organize and staff the twice yearly rural clinics in 

which Konbit invests.  

The work of the ajan sante was 
launched at the onset of the 
cholera epidemic following Haiti’s 
devastating earthquake and they 
were tireless in teaching critical 
protocols. They continue to teach 
these basic rules, even though 
they have succeeded in curbing 
the emergency locally. They have 
since confronted outbreaks of 
chikungunya and zika, and now the 
new coronavirus pandemic which 
looms over Haiti.

Knowing that the ajan sante 
were working without even 
basic resources, Konbit has 
organized special projects to fund 

simple provisions for outreach and education: aspirin, soap, 
condoms, Clorox for water purification, and now buckets for 
handwashing. 
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Haitian health professionals distributed prescribed 
medications at the February rural clinics.

Ajan sante Raoul Dervice, Myrielle Myrthil,  
Jean Charles and Darlyng Genard

Jean and Raoul have helped 
end cholera in Bas Salin, a small 

community on the coast of 
northern Haiti
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Meet the four ajan sante funded by your support for Konbit:

Myrielle Myrthil, a local community organizer, working with 
women’s groups. She also teaches in primary school each 
morning. 

Darlyng Genard, leader with AFLIDEPA Jenn, the youth wing 
of the effective local women’s organization. Darlyng is also our 
liaison, keeping us informed day by day. 

Jean Charles, travels daily on his motorbike out into the 
countryside to make house calls in outlying communities and to 
educate the rural population. Jean also takes care of the basic 
resource supplies funded by Konbit’s special projects. 

Raoul Dervice, a seasoned health care worker with a kind, 
calm manner, has been a 
valuable addition to the 
team. Like Jean, he and his 
motorbike are out in rural 
areas where he knows the 
population well.
 
Children’s Place 
International Update
No one in the world 
seems to be able to escape 
the threats imposed 
by the Covid-19 virus.  
The communities we 
serve in Limonade, Haiti 
are experiencing their 
own needs to practice 
enhanced hygiene and 

aggressive social distancing.  Both practices are extremely 
difficult to achieve with people who live in abject poverty with 
clean water often miles from their homes.  Children’s Place 
International, whom Konbit supports, is making extra efforts 
to provide our team in Limonade with resources they need 
to assist the HIV-affected families we support in Limonade.  
In recent years Haitians have experienced a severe cholera 
epidemic.  This population seems primed for the prevention 
messages for Covid-19.  We are working with Partners in 
Health to get any information that will help our teams and 
clients.

In March, our team identified immediate needs for Covid-19 
preparation.  Program gatherings were halted, including 
popular self-led support groups and afterschool programs.  
Client families were educated on preventing the spread of 

Covid-19.  Local seamstresses - including one of our case 
workers - sewed masks for team members and client families 
(see picture).  Emergency funds were mobilized.  Hygiene 
and cleaning supplies were purchased for distribution. 
Team members food shopped and distributed to immune-
compromised families.  

Team members will continue to check in regularly with families.  
We continue to provide mental health support, help identify 
the need to self-quarantine, and help identify when clients 
should seek medical care.

From Roland Saint-Cyr, Limonade team supervisor :

“Covid-19 is moving forward in the Haitian community. We keep 
doing our best to maintain our clients as safe as possible in providing 
them food, masks and alcohol (disinfectant) so that they stay at 
home. Your support has made a difference in their lives and they 
testify it every day when they have the opportunity to do that. We 
will keep you informed on any variation of that pandemic in the 
area. Thank you again on the behalf of all the clients. Be safe all!”
 
CARES Helpful Tax Update
Now is a great time to give. The CARES Act provides a 
universal deduction for individuals that do not itemize their 
deductions and therefore reduce income by the standard 
deduction. Now even if you take the standard deduction you 
will get an additional charitable deduction for $300 for gifts 
made to qualified charitable organizations ($600 for married 
filing jointly).

Caseworker Carole is distributing food, 
cleaning supplies and masks for clients

Are YOU our newest  
board member?
The Konbit Board of  
Directors is now seeking 
additional members.

If you are interested in making a real difference, come join us!  
We are looking for individuals with expertise in a variety of 

areas, including medicine, social work, finance/business, graphic 
design, technology and social networking.  However, just wanting 

to HELP improve the lives of others is expertise enough.   If 
you have the ability to attend one board meeting per month, 

plus time for any special projects you may choose to participate 
in, we would love to speak with you!   For more information, 

please email info@konbitlasante.org
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